Unachievable

target?
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FUNDRAISING GUIDE- ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW

Let’s build a
fair education
for all
“I was 12 when I first arrived in the UK. My English wasn’t good and
school was quite a difficult environment. Three teachers – all from
Teach First – were really inspirational and changed my life. They
helped me to become more confident and able to express myself.”
Haengeun, pupil from Hammersmith

“I used to hate English and seriously doubted my ability. I was always
getting into trouble and being sent out of lessons. Mr Nott started
teaching me in Year 10 and made me realise everything that English
had to offer. I started to enjoy it a lot more and the funny thing was, Mr
Nott’s classroom started to feel like home.”
Shazaib, pupil from Birmingham
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Teachers change
lives
Too often, a child’s future is decided by their
parents’ income, not their potential to succeed.
To build a fair education for all, we need to unlock the potential in
all children – not just some. We believe that breaking the cycle of
inequality begins with getting the right people into the schools
that need them most.

IT ALL STARTS IN THE CLASSROOM
The classroom is one of the most influential environments in a
child’s development. A timely intervention from a great teacher
will raise aspirations and change lives. By attracting talented
young people into education, we can support the fantastic
work that already happens in the UK’s most
challenging schools.

JOIN OUR MISSION
Your fundraising will help us to recruit and train inspirational
classroom teachers in schools in low-income communities
across England and Wales. You can help us to run
programmes that build children’s skills and confidence
and broaden their horizons.
Together we’ll create the results we all want to see:
every child reaching their potential. In the classroom,
in work, and in life.

Great teachers.
Brilliant leaders.
Thriving schools.
Building a fair education for all.
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Every pound counts

£50

could train a teacher to deliver essential
careers guidance to pupils in schools
serving disadvantaged communities.

£500
£2k

could deliver bespoke training to one
cohort of teachers on our Leading Together
programme, supporting school leaders to
transform their whole school.

could provide a full year’s training and
support for one teacher on our Training
Programme, working to support up to 150
pupils from low-income backgrounds.

How could
you make a
difference?
We’re incredibly proud of all our fantastic
fundraisers! There are plenty of ways to
raise money and have fun at the same time.
You could run a race, bake a pie, challenge
your friends or inspire your colleagues.
We’re right behind you.
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Create some
momentum

•

Friends, family and colleagues are often delighted to
sponsor one another. It’s important that you make it
really easy for them to support you, and also that they
know how much their support means to you and
our charity.
Here are some top tips to get you started:

SET UP A FUNDRAISING PAGE ONLINE
•

Keep things simple. We recommend JustGiving
as a low-fee, easy-to-use platform which allows
you to collect sponsorship from your friends
and family online.

• Just go to www.justgiving.com/teach-first to
link your own fundraising page to Teach First, so
everyone can see what you’re raising money for.
Our page has photos and messages about our
work which you can use to build your own page.

MAKE IT PERSONAL
• Your commitment and connection to building
a fair education for all will be what inspires
people to donate. Therefore, show them what
the charity means to you and how hard you’re
working to fundraise or train for your challenge.
• Share your own stories about how a teacher has
shaped your life, or why you are passionate
about education.
• Keep your page updated with photos from your
training or fundraising activities.

SPREAD THE WORD
•

When your page is ready, email the link to your
friends and family to ask them to support your
efforts. Send it to close friends and family
members first – they’ll set the going rate!

• Add a link to your email signature at work.
• Use social media to share your page
and progress.
• Keep everyone up-to-date with how you’re
getting on. Don’t be afraid to keep asking,
especially as your fundraising event
draws closer.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP
Want to raise sponsorship offline?
You can download a sponsorship form from
our website.
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Pump up the
volume
REMEMBER TO THANK YOUR SPONSORS
• Whenever somebody sponsors you, thank them
publicly on Facebook and include a link to your
page. This gives you the chance to remind any
friends who haven’t yet donated, without asking
them directly.

MAKE SURE YOUR SPONSORS REMEMBER
TO GIFT AID

WE’RE HERE TO HELP
Check out our A-Z of Fundraising Events
ideas. A full list of ideas for fundraising events
to inspire you from our Fundraising Events
Team and some of our fundraisers.
Download our Fundraising Events checklist.
This will help ensure that your fundraising
event is a winner. There’s some top tips,
followed by a step-by-step guide to setting up
your event.
All of these fundraising resources can
be found on our website
www.teachfirst.org.uk/support-us/
fundraise/fundraising-resources

• If your sponsors are UK taxpayers and tick the box
agreeing to Gift Aid when they sponsor you, we
will be able to claim extra money in tax relief on
your hard-earned funds – another 25p on every £1
at no cost to them.

ASK YOUR EMPLOYER TO SUPPORT YOU
• If you work for a for-profit business, ask your
employer if they have matched giving.
• Lots of companies double the money employees
raise for good causes – just ask, or see if you can
find the matched giving policy on your intranet.
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Be inspired!
There are plenty of activities and events that would help
you reach your fundraising target. Let your imagination
run wild. Or choose one of these ideas instead…

JUST YOU
Test your resolve
Everyone has a guilty pleasure they just can’t do
without. What’s yours? How about giving up chocolate or
Instagram for a week – or even a month. Get some friends
to join you. You can ask people to sponsor you, or put
some of the money you save towards your target.
Car boot sale
Is your house full of excess ‘stuff’? Perhaps there’s a
gadget or holiday outfit sitting neglected in a cupboard?
You’re not alone. Why not set up a stall at a car boot sale?
Or sell your unwanted items on eBay.com and donate
your profits to Teach First with eBay for Charity? You
could do it for others too.

WITH FRIENDS
Make a meal of it
Ever dreamt of being a top chef? Here’s your chance.
Simply invite friends or family to your ‘pop-up’
restaurant? It’s just like a dinner party, but your guests
make a donation to a good cause. You could raise more
on the night by running a mini raffle or quiz.

IN THE OFFICE
It’s a piece of cake
Bake sales are a great way to raise money at work – and
a good excuse to eat cake! Invite colleagues to bring in
their favourite pies and pastries, or challenge them to a
bake-off, charging non-bakers to ‘judge’ your efforts and
pick a star baker.
Dress up/Dress down
Ask your employer if you can arrange a dress-down
Friday. Or something more adventurous like Hawaiian
Day or Christmas Jumper Day. Then pick a winner. And
don’t let the fun stop there. Take the chance to run
sweepstakes, bake sales or raffles.

OUT THERE
Crafternoon tea?
Do you have a craft or skill that you could teach others?
Knitting or crochet? DIY or coding? Invite some friends
for a cuppa, and get creative, asking for a donation
towards the new talent they’re learning. Throw in some
cake and you have a crafternoon tea!
And the answer is…
… run your own pub quiz! Invite your mates and
neighbours to your local pub and try your hand as quiz
master. You’ll need to compile some questions and
perhaps ask local businesses to provide some prizes.

Hang-out time
Raising money is a good excuse for a bonding session
with friends. Depending on taste, you could run a pamper
night, full of hair masques, massages and manicures. Or
a poker evening with all the winnings donated to charity.
Bingo, book clubs, film nights, dance-a-thons – the
choice is yours.
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Plan a fundraising event
If you have an ambitious target or just feel like having a bit of extra fun with your fundraising, holding an event can be a
great way to get your friends, colleagues or relatives together to donate towards your target.
And it’s not as difficult to organise as you may think…
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A-Z OF FUNDRAISING EVENTS
You just need one simple idea for an event:
it could be a bake sale, a pub quiz, a dinner
party, a fancy dress day, a sponsored
litter-pick.
Just think of what will be fun for you to
organise and for others to take part in, and
then decide where and when it will
take place.

2
3

Download our A-Z of fundraising ideas at
www.teachfirst.org.uk/fundraise

4

TELL OUR STORY
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SHOW ME THE MONEY

V.I.P.
The most important people at your event
are those who will donate, as well as any
friends or family members who might help
out on the day. Make a list of who to invite
and remember to get the date in their
diaries early. Consider sending invitations
and promoting your event widely with
posters or through social media.

FINE DETAILS
The first thing you should look into
securing ahead of your event is a venue
if you need one. You should also consider
what equipment you might need to make
it a success. Finally, have a think about
what activities or refreshments you will
offer and whether you plan to decorate
the space. Download our events checklist
from www.teachfirst.org.uk/fundraise
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On the day of your event, be sure to tell
everyone why you’re raising money for us.
Share your connection to the cause with
people and tell them how their money will
make a difference.

Don’t forget to ask people for their
donations – it’s easy to forget when you’re
having fun! Why not take a sponsorship
form, leave some buckets or collection
tins around the venue and remind people
to Gift Aid, if they’re eligible. Don’t be shy!

A BIG THANK YOU
Your fundraising will help children
from the UK’s most disadvantaged
communities to realise their potential.
We’re incredibly grateful for your support,
and we’ll let you know the impact it has.
Don’t forget to thank everyone who
sponsors and supports you too – it will help
us spread the word further about the work
we do.
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Getting down to business
There are a number of ways to make sure your
hard-earned money reaches us and helps to build a fair
education for all.

EMAIL
If you have collected cash, email:
events@teachfirst.org.uk and we’ll send you information
on transferring funds straight into our account.

ONLINE
Set up an online fundraising page at
www.justgiving.com/teach-first
The donations you receive will automatically come into
our bank account so there is no need to chase
the money.
Or you can donate directly to Teach First at
https://donate.teachfirst.org.uk

BY POST

KEEP IT LEGAL
Fundraising is all about having fun and supporting a good
cause, but it’s also important that you remain safe and
don’t break any laws.
Please go to www.teachfirst.org.uk/fundraise to find
some basic guidelines that you need to bear in mind.
If you have any questions about sending us the money
you’ve raised, please get in touch. We’re always willing
to help.

Send your cheques made payable to “Teach First” to:
Fundraising Events Team
6 Mitre Passage
Greenwich Peninsula
London SE10 0ER
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Building a fair
education for all

By fundraising for Teach First you will be helping build a fairer education for all.
Our dedicated Fundraising Events Team is here to support you every step of the way.
If you have questions or need advice please get in touch.
Email: events@teachfirst.org.uk
Tel: 020 3862 8420
Are we being clear? If you spot any jargon in this publication,
let us know at jargonbin@teachfirst.org.uk
teachfirst.org.uk
Registered charity, no. 1098294

